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FOHN FR EE, D. D. 
W Relative to the Coxpucæ of the Arch- 
FEE 1 Shops of Canterbury and Tork. | 
ms | Moſt humbly Addreſſed t to the 
| * Honourable Hover of COMMONS. 
| . ; — 2 PP. G 2d | — I 0 WE F 
= FO ths beben. Jun. Il. Apolog; 


Mid 8 wv 73 Maar, her ii & © Orcs. . Foſeph. Antiq. 15. 


O ve 10 ruſio das e dg Furr, xaincg 3 Judi, 
T6 ih dg. Demoſthenes contra Midiam, 


| Quortum Delium privatum e/t In JURIA, ue vocabulo 
hic non denotatur omne, quod non jure fit, uti in lege 
Aguilia, fed quodvis dictum Factumve, ad alterius Contu- 
muliam, . malo directum. 


Element. Juris Cie, Lib. iv. Tit, 3. 


 Contumelia'v vero o dicitur a contemnendo. Tbid. 


- 2 TL ON DON: 
© Printed for. the PETITIONER, and Sold at his Houſe in 
Newington-Butts ; ; with ſuch other of his Works as are 


Kill extant, in Divinity, Phyſiology, Hiſtory, Poetry, 


eee Politicks, particularly another late Petition. 
ä Erice One Shilling. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


H E ſudden Prorogation of the Parliament preventing 
© the Petitioner from laying his. Complaint before tha 
Honourable Houſe of Commons, he is obliged to take this 
| Method of acquainting the Members with His Cas, 
& TE. Knowing, that they have the Power not gnly within Doors, bu 
| without, of hearing the Grievances of their Conſtituents, MW 
and taking ſuch Infermations of the injured, as may be 
weceſſary to procure them Redreſs. 3 
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HUMBLE PETITION 
er „ 
e TO THE 


* 


HFonourable Houſe of Counons, 


# : * 
1 

* 1 — F 
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SETTING FORTH, 


Ax the Petitioner has been greatly injured 
<< nin his Character by an infamous Paragraph 
cc 


avowedly inſerted by the Authority of the 
ce ARCHBISHOPS of Canterbury and York, in the Daily 
&« Advertiſer of Friday April 16, 1762, and divers other 
Public Papers; whereby the World was induced to be- 
ec lieve, that he had been guilty of forging or publiſhing 
« without their Conſent, the Approbation of the ſid 
„ ARCHBISHOPsS, to an Hiftory of the BIBLE, therein 
cc alſo falſſy aſcribed to the Petitioner, as the Author; 
ce which infamous Paragraph, notwithſtanding . that an 
«© immediate Remonſtrance was made againſt it, has never 
- «© yet been retracted, but ſuffered. through Malice to take 
e its Courſe, and produce for more than the Space of a 

„ Year, all the ill Effects of a moſt dangerous Libel,” 
<P E Aa" „ 2 


1 48 

« That the Petitioner willing to ſtop theſe Effects, did 
c ſome Time in the Months of January and February, 
« 1763, apply to one of his MAJjzsrT Y's Counſel learned ix 
« the Law for Advice; but could not gather from his 
cc Opinion, that the Laws of ENGLAND, as yet provided, 
c were in this Caſe ſo explicit, or particular, as to 
« afford him any adequate, or eaſy Relief.“ 

c The Petitioner therefore having no other Conſtitnu- 
& tional way of ſeeking Redreſs, but at the Hands of 
ce thoſe, who are his Repreſentatives as a Commuter,” 5 


Mos r HUMBLY PRAYETH, 
« This HonouRanle Hovss, as Legi/lators and 
& Guardians of the Liberties of the People, that they 


4e -would-be pleaſetd to takè itnto their/Corififferationg, 
4 Whether it be for the Hondur of this Nation, that 
te the Latus as yet e/tabliſhed ſhould, upon any Pretext what- 
<« ever, permit a Perſon. with ens to injure the In- 
hen injured, without 


& nocent; or leave the Innocent, 
4 Relief?“ 


« $$ ®© % 8 © 


« ions, and ſubject to Puniſhment by er | 
AWs of. 


was +7 


« To eſtabliſh ſuch Regulations in this Behalf, as to 


s the better ſecuring to the Tnnacent the valuable Poſſeſ- 
4s ſion of their geod Name, andi protecting, for the fu- 
<«. ture, the Commoners of this Realm, from the Iaſuits 
65. of Subjects of a ſuperiar Order.” ©. x S F EOITW ; * 
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To the Honour ABLE 
House of CO MMONS. 


Moor Honovizp, 

T is very evident from Hiſtory that the 
Origin and Inſtitution of this Honourable = 

Jouſe, was chiefly owing to the terrible 


Hardſhips, which our Anceſtors frequently 


underwent from that tyrannical Form of 


Government eſtabliſhed here by the Norman 


KINGS, and the Norman Order of BaRoNs, 
in the Room of our antient Conſtitution. _ 

For tho". the Saxon Line was afterwards re- 
ſtored, and our KI Gs were once more Engliſu- 
men by: Birth, yet ſuch was then the Similitade 
of Royal Minds, notwithſtanding their Dif- 
ference of Extraction, that they were none of 
them diſpoſed to part with the Acquy/itions 
of their Norman Predeceſſors. 

On the other Hand, theBarons, who, up- 
on the Demolition of the Engh/h ThAxEs, 
were become the Nobles of the Land; and 
from the Time of their Arrival, had p oſſeſſed 1 
a Share in the Government, ſceing that the 
Kinos affected an Independency likely to 
deprive them of the Dominion, they exerciſed, 


over * Vaſſats and Dependents, began to 


_ Ciſpute 
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diſpute the Prervgative of their Maſters; but 
being Oppreſſors as dangerous and deſpotick 
as thoſe they reſiſted, it was almoſt an equal 
Thing to the People, which of them was up- 

ermoſt. However, in the Event, the Con- 
flict between theſe contending Powers, was 


favourable to the Commons, who luckily avail- 


ed themſelves of the Weakneſs of one Party : 

and by joining occaſionally with the Barons, 
obtained from the + Conſervators, not only the 
RicurT of being repreſented, which they had 
antiently enjoyed in the great Council of the 
Wittena-gemot ; but alſo the Privilege of elect- 


ning their own Repreſentatives in that Aſſembly, 


_which, by the Change of Times, was now 


| called Parliament. 


This was a valuable Acquiſition to the Peo- 
ple. For it implied, that none ſhould be 


their Repreſentatives, but whom they them- 


_ ſelves approved ; and that the Recommendation 


to that important Office ſhould be no other 
than the Opinion, which the Electors conceived 
of the good Diſpoſition of the Repreſentative, 
to be faithful in diſcharging the Truſt repoſed 


in him. Which Truſt was to be watchful of 


their Intereſts upon all Occaſions; and ready 
to oppoſe any violent Attempts, that might be 


made againſt their Perſons, Eſtimation, Li- 


4 


berties, Lives, or Fortunes. 
And that this is the true Idea of the Uſe; 
and Deſign of ſuch a Department in the 
STATE, as this HoNoURABLE Housk oF 
Comod, 
+ 54. Magiſtracy „. in the Reign 4 HENRY III. 
1264. 
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PETITION; &e. 7 
Commons, is evident, not only from the 
Practice of the People in petitianing the Houſe; 
and of the Houſe reciprocally conferring with 
their Conſtituents, but alſo from the expreſs 
Meaning of our written Laws, and Statutes 
ſince provided, which allow the Commons Ac- 


_ ceſs to their Repreſentatives upon all preſſing 
and or e, Occaſions. | 


Thele are the antient Privileges of a FRER· 
BORN ENGLISHMAN, which ſtill ſubſiſt 
through all the Variations of Time and Go- 
vernment, and which I truſt, I ſhall ever 
enjoy. For that I have the ſame Title to 


them with others of my Rank, will appear 


from- Circumſtances. 
As a Freeholder + of ENGLAND, I have a 
Right to give my Vote at the Election, or Con- 


fiitution of a Member of Parliament, and 


conſequently am one of his Conſiituents; and 
may apply to my Repreſentative or Repre- 


ſentatives, as others do, upon juſt Occaſion, 
in Matters pertaining to their N 


In Conſideration therefore of the Laws, 
and Privileges afore- mentioned, and particu- 
larly in Virtue of an Act of Parliament made 
in the 13th Year of the Reign of King 


Charles the IId, and of the Ball of Rights, 


which paſſed into a Law, upon the laſt Re- 


volution, I beg Leave by Means of 


Eſq; one of the Members, to have Acceſs to 
this Honourable Houſe, and offer my Com- 

plaint as follows : 
The 


. Þ+ The Vicarage of Eaſ Coter in $:1%7/6//hire, 


s AFFIDAVIT, e. 


The Complaint of Dr. Joun Fae E, 
againſt the ARCH BISHOPS of Canter- 
Kay and York, and certain others, 


as Conſpirators againſt his Reputa- 
tion, by contributing to, and cau- 
ſing to be inſerted, and ſince not 
retracting an infamous Paragraph 
which appeared in the Daily Adver- 
tiſer of,-Friday, April 16, 1762, 

and other Public Papers, biobly in- 
jurious to his Character. 


Confirmed by Affidavit taken before the Right 
Has WILLIAM BECKFoORD, Eſq; 
Lord Mayor of LONDON, Sc. Ce. 5255 


YONATHAN SCOTT, of Pater- 
2 nofter Row, in the City of London, 
25 Hokies, intending to print the firſt 
Number of an Hiſtory of the Bible, which 
«* was written, or compiled by the Rey. Mr. 
* Williams, Curate of Chelſea, not content 
* with giving the Merit of the Compoſition 
to its proper Author, or Authors, had pre- 
e pared and diſperſed divers Advertiſements 
« and Hand Bills, on or about the 1oth Day 
% of April, 1762, attributing this Work prin- 
*« cipally to the Rev. Dr. FREE, and direct- 
« ing the People to aſk for Dr. FxER's Bible, 


0 although he the ſaid Doclor abſolutely re- 
ute 


oo 


AAFPEIRAF. FT oc. 
bs fuſed to be the Writer of any Part of the 
« ſaid Hiſtory.” . 
Moreover the ſaid Jonathan Scott, * bet- 

ter to promote the Sale of the ſaid Work, had 
inſerted in his Advertiſement, &c. that it was 
publiſhed © under the immediate Sanction of 
“ his Sacred Majeſty KING GEeoRGE the 
«Third, and in Conſequence of the ſpecial 
+ Appointment of the moſt Reverend F are 
in God, the Lords Archbi/hops of Canter- 
t bury and York, &c.” 

All the while that this was tranſacting, Dr. 
Free was abſent from London, being appoint- 


cd at that Time to preach before the Univer- 


ſity of Oxford, where, to his great Surpriſe, he 
heard the firſt Account of theſe Proceedings, 
ſo as to underſtand their Meaning, from a + 
Gentleman of the Univerſity, who directed 
him to Scott's Advertiſement, which had then 
made its Appearance in the Oxford Journal. 
In the mean Time the 4rchbi/hops of Can- 
terbury and York, without making any proper 
Enquiry, whether Dr. FREE was acquainted 
with this Affair or not, very haſtily, and very 
diſingenuouſly fixed a Forgery upon his Cha- 
racter, | by cauſing the following Paragraph to 
be inſerted in the Daily Advertiſer of April 16, 
1762, and, as he believes, in all tlie Public 
Papers for ſeveral Days, ſucceſſively, unleſs 
perhaps, in which he is doubtful, the Lox- 
DON GAZET TE.may be excepted. 
B Daily 
+ The Rev. Mr. Allin, Vice- P, incipal of Magdalen Hall, 


10 TD 
Daily Advertiſer of Friday, April 1 6, 1762. 
Whereas a printed Paper hath. lately been 
handed about, ſignifying That in Conſe- 
«© quence of the ſpecial Approbation of the 
Archbiſhops of Canterbury and York, will 
be publiſhed on Saturday the 17th of April, 
** Numb. I. of the complete Hiſtory of the 
Bible, by John Free, D. D. and others:“ 
Ve are authoriſed to aſſure the Publick, that 
neither of the ſaid Archbiſhops ever gave 
his Approbation to the ſaid Undertaking.” 
Dr. Fx E, was firſt apprized of this Para- 
Rib 6 by Mrs. Free his Wife, who met him 
at Uxbridge, upon his Return from Oxford: He 
Had no ſooner read it, but he was ſhocked at 
the Baſeneſs of his own Species; he ſaw plain- 
1y, that the Words, in their m9 obvious, and 
natural Conſtruction, muſt be fo underſtood 
as to make every one believe, firſt, That Dr. 
FREE was the P:b/;/her of the Book, and that 
not only this Fa//hood was hereby confirmed to 
the World as ſeeming to be taken for Fact by the 
Archbiſtops; but alſo the Imputation of forging 
their Permiſſion fixed upon his . by Tlieir 
Authority beſide. 
And as he knew at the ſame Time; that the 
Archbiſhops had no reaſonable Ground, not- 
withſtanding the Boo#/eller's Advertiſement, to 
believe this to be a Work of his, and withal 
were very well convinced, that in any ſuch 
Buſineſs throughout his Life, he never had 


courted their Faroe or Approbation: He 
looked 
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« peared both in Town and Country, ſigni 


APFID AY IT, Sr. 1 
looked upon their Afectation to believe ſuch a 
Report, or Advertiſement as this, which repre- 


ſented him as fond of ſuch an Honour, as the 


Effect of eager and precipitate MALICE ; and 
their joint Concurrence in publiſhing ſuch a 
Thing for their Belief, as a ConsPIRACY 
ainſt his Reputation. 8 | 
Under theſe Impreſſions he ſpent the Night 
in great Inquietude, and as foon as he could 
reach London, on Saturday the 17th of April, 
he carried with his own Hands to the Prin- 
ters of the Daily Advertiſer, and the Ledger, 
the following Article, to be inſerted in their 
Papers on the Monday, which appeared like- 
wite on-the Wedneſday after in the Gazetteer, 


from whence it 1s here tranſcribed, 


Gazetteer of Wedneſday, April 21, 1762: 
„The Rev. Dr. FREE having been in- 
formed, that during the ſhort Time he has 
been abſent from London, on Account of 
« preaching before the Univerſity of Oxford 
« at Eaſter, ſeveral Advertiſements. have 70 
<« ing, that an Hiſtory of the Bible was pub- 
e liſhing in his Name, with the Approbation 
of the Lords the Archbi/hops: We are there- 
„ fore by him authoriſed to declare, that he 


A 


0 


* 


never undertook to write or compile a ſingle 


«« Sheet of any ſuch Hiſtory, and was an en- 
tire Stranger to all ſuch Advertiſements; 
« but that his Pxiolagy, the only Work he 
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4 ig engaged 1 in, will be delivered to the Sub- 
* ſeribers, fome I ime next Week.” | 


This Effort to do himſelf Juſtice, which 
was all that Dr. FREE had then in his Power 
to attempt, was not ſufficient to check the 


Currency of the Scandal propagated in the 


Paragraph from the Archbiſhops, which was 


now .making its Way both at Home and 
Abroad (as near as he can remember) by the 


Means of all the Evening and Daily Papers 
He was particularly convinced, that the 


Poiſon had extended itſelf beyond the Reach Z 


of his Antidote, by attending the Quarterly 


Meeting of Camberwel/ Club, on Monday the 


19th of April, the very Day on which he 

xpected two of his Counter Declarations to 
appear, the one in the Daily Advertiſer, the 
other in the Ledger, which he thought would 


have faved him 15 Trouble of a a ela. 


ciſement : But to his great Mortification 


he found, tat neither of thoſe Papers were to 


be met with there, though they never could 
have been more ſerviceable. For the Gentle- 
men of the SociEr , a SocitTyY to whom 


| he had been ſenſibly obliged, and whoſe 


Eiteem he had the greateſt Reaſon to. value, 
had taken the Paragraph publiſhed by the 
Archv;/hops in the very worſt Senſe that could 
be imagined, and teſtified their Uneaſineſs by 
demanding an Account of the Matter from 


Dr. P&EE, as as ſoon as he had entered the 
Room. 


11 


N 


1 
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Room. This Impatience to know the F act, - 


which proceeded from Friendſhip, Dr. F 1 
did all he could to ſatisfy, tho' he had it not 


then in his Power to do it fo fully, as he 
could have wiſhed, or as he found the Pre- 


judice which the World had hereby con- 
ceived againſt him ſeemed to require. For 
when he came to be ſeated, Captain Wild, a 
Gentleman of great Honour and Probity, one 


of the Society, who lat in the next Place, in- 


formed him, that this Account . publiſhed in 
the Papers by the Authority of the Arch- 


biſhops had done him as much Injury in the 


Opinion of other People, as among thoſe of 


the preſent Company. And, as an Inſtance, 


related, that Mr. Joun FREE, the Doctor's 


Nameſake, a Turkey Merchant of good For- 


tune, who had filled a publick Station at 
Aleppo, with great Credit, had declared to 
him in Converſation upon this Affair, That 
* though he had hitherto entertained a very 
good Opinion of his Relation Dr. FREE, 
yet if he could be guilty of ſuch Practices, 
« as. this Paragraph repreſented, he muſt 
** drop his F riendſhip, and renounce his Ac. | 
* quaintance.” 

Stung by the hourly increafipg Ijuries 
ariſing from this nfamous Imputation, Dr. 
FREE thought it high Time to go and de- 
mand Satigſaction of the Archbiſhops, who ap- 
peared to be the Authors of it. For the Im- 
OY of Forgery took its Riſe entirely from 


what - 
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what they had inſerted in the News Papers, . 
and never was heard of before. When he 
came to Lambeth- Houſe, which he believes 
was on, or about the 21ſt of April, 1762, he 
found in the Room with the Archbi/hop, Dr. 
Mills, Dean of Exeter, who was defired by 
the Archbi/hop to fit ſtill; a Circumſtance, 
which Dr. FRErE, in one Senſe, was not 
diſpleaſed with, as he did not know but that 
a Witneſs to the Converſation might one 
Time be as ufeful for him, as for another. 
He immediately told the Archbi/hop,, „That 
the Occaſion of his waiting upon him, was 
i« a very odd Affair, which had happened 
« during his Abſence at-Ox/ord, by which he 
« conceived himſelf to be greatly injured.” 
Dr. Frzz's firſt Buſineſs was to procure, if x 
he could, the Sight of a Letter, which Score | 
the Boohjelter was ſaid to have tent to the ; 
Archbiſhop, hoping thereby to gain ſo much 
Knowledge of this dart Bujiacſs, as might 


enable him to judge more particularly, where 
| to fix the Blame, and if it lay (as it appeared) q 
with the Archbi/hops, then to demand Sari 
oo — fattim in ſuch a Form, as ſhall hereafter be * 
£1: related. He therefore aſked the Archbiſhop 


for a Sight of S$coz7's Letter, which Requeſt 
: the Archbiſiop did not comply with, ſaying | 
it was in the Hands of his own Bookſeller, Ss 
who it ſcems is Jo Rivington, in St. Paul's 1 
Church- yard. He then gave ſome lame Ac- 


count to the Dear of Excter, which Dr. FR RE 
| could 


n 


far charge his Memory as to fa ay, that. 
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could not well underſtand, concerning {7122 


Circumſtance which Scott urged in his Letter, 


as a Plea, for making uſe of his Approbation. 


But i in Reply to Dr. FREE he obſerved, That 


ec the Sight of the Letter was not very ma- 
« terial, ſince, for his own Part, he did not 


« believe that Dr. FRee was privy to Scott's 


putting their Approbation to his ſtory 
of the Bible, and he thought he co 


« 6 


ce jn his Letter affirmed the ſame.” _ 
pon this Repreſentation. of the Cale, 
i ſo evidently ſet him clear of being ſu- 


ſpected, Dr. FxxE perceived an Inconſiſtency, 


which he thought afforded him juſt Occaſion 


to demand, how, under this Opinion of his 


Innocence, they came to inſert his NAME, and 
his alone, in the News Papers, to bear all the 
Infamy of Scott's Tranſaction? The 4rch- 
biſhop replied, That he could not tell how 

that happened, — he believed it was for the 


for the Sake of Brevity, and that he had 


left the Affair to the Management of Bis 


« Bookſeller.” This negligent Anſwer made 
Dr. Fxze remonſtrate ſternly upon the In- 
juſtice of ſuch Proceedings, which either 


throu gh a baſe De/gn, or criminal Negligence 


had drawn ſo much undeſerved Infamy upon 
an innocent Character.—** That to an hon:ſt 
“ Man, wilo had any ſenſibility it was an 
heavy or inſupportable Burthen,” which he 


defired might be removed immediately 
10 


3 


16 n 1 
To this End reciting to the Arc 22 the 
Converſation which paſſed at Camberwe!// Club, 
as a clear Demonſtration of the Injury received, 
he propoſed, that the Archbiſhops, in all the 
publick Papers, where the Paragraph had ap- 
peared, which gave the Offence, ſhould pub- 
liſh in Conjunction, ſomething in 10 Form 
of the following Declaratiun. 
« Tn Juſtice to his Character, we 
« Permiſſion to the Reverend Dr. Fxt*; Ss 
* acquaint the Publick, that we are Well aſ- 
& ſured of his being an entire Stranger to the 
Artifice of the Bookſeller, who without 
* our Knowledge or Conſent, lately affixed 
« our Approbation to the Title Page of an 
« Hiſtory of the Bible aſcribed to the faid Dr. 
© FREE, which he declares, and We believe 
© to be none of his.” © 
Dr. FREE added the laſt Clauſe to; tbis Di 

claration, vig. which he declares, and we 
c believe to be none of his,” becauſe he had 
been told by Mr. Williams, the real Author of 
the Hiſtory i in queſtion, that he had been to 
wait upon the Archbi/hop, and already inform - 
ed him of the real State of the whole Affair: 
Dr. FREs therefore thought it but juſt, as 
the Archbi/hops had lent their Authority to 
induce the World to believe him to be the 
Author and Publiſher of this Undertaking, 
that they ſhould lend 7herr Authority to remove 
that een alſo. The Demur, the Arch- 


biſhop made to — gave Ground to Dr. Fre 
to 


a 


N 


= 


Pp 
3 5 8 


DAI 17 
to ſuſpect, that he was not diſpoſed to do 
him any Sort of Juſtice, and therefore he de- 
i whether he would conſent to the 
publiſhing of the Declaration, with the 
Omiſſion of the Words v believe, in the 
| Mafiner following. | 
« In Juſtice to his Character, we give 
« Permiſſion to the Rev. Dr. FREE to ac- 
* quaint the Publick, that we are well aſ- 
« ſured of his being an intire Stranger to the 
« Artifice of the Bookſeller, who without 
« our Knowledge or Conſent, lately affixed 
«© our Approbation to the Title Page of an 
« Hiſtory of the Bible, aſcribed to ſaid Dr. 
„ FRex,which he declares to be none of his.” 
Io this the Archb;hop of Canterbury an- 
ſwer'd © No; you muſt clear it up yourſelf.” 
This Refuſal to a Requeſt, which the Friends 
of Dr. Free thought ſo reaſonable, and 
which, if complied with, was the leaſt and 
loweſt Satisfaction he could demand, gave 
him a very unfavourable Opinion of the Arch- 
biſhop: It led him to ſuſpect, either that he 
had actually given Scott ſome private Permiſ- 
ſion and retracted it; or, if that were not the 
Caſe, yet, that as ſoon as Scott's Iniquity had 
given him an Opportunity, he had entertain- 
ed from the Beginning a ſecret Deſign of do- 
ing Dr. FREE an Injury. For the Refuſal to 
remove a Grievance ſhews a Defire of its Con- 
tinuance ; as the Deſire of its Continuance is 


aDEMONSTRATION of the Malice and ill * 
+ 2 C {= 0 


IDA I. 


of the Heart, which enjoys the Injury. And 
therefore in the Reſentment he had con- 


ceived from theſe Reflexions, Dr. FREE went 
immediately from Lambeth to make his Com- 
plaint to the Arclibiſiop of York but was in- 
formed by his Servant, that he kept his 
Chamber, and was very ill. Dr. FREE wait- 
ing for his Recovery before he went again, 
was about a Week after ſeized himſelf by a 
violent Epidemicꝶ Illneſs, whoſe Malignity be- 


ing increaſed by the Anxiety of his Mind, be- 


came very dangerous, and well nigh deprived 


him of his Life, and therein his Family of 


their only Support and Stay. However, by 
the Bling of God, he began to recover, tho 
but ſlowly, and as ſoon as he was able, went 
to renew his Application to the Archbiſhop of 
York, who, according to the Account of a 
principal Servant then left in Care of the 
Houſe, was that Morning ſet out to reſide 
for the Summer, in Yark/hrre. 1 
Dr. FREE had provided a Letter, which, in 
| Caſe he ſhould be diſappointed of an Inter- 
view with the Archb;/hop; might be conveyed 
to his Hands, and anſwer the Purpoſes of a 
Converiation : He therefore delivered it to the 


Servant, who told him he might depend up- 


on his Lord's Receiving it in York/ſure, on 
{uch a Night. Sp he 


The. 
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AFFIDAVIT, &c. 19 
7 he Contents were theſe that follow. 5 


Ts 0 bie-! race othe Lord Archbiſhop af York. 


RESUMING that your Grace has been 
"ſome Time fince acquainted with my Adver- 
teien and jeen Ekewiſe the Confeſſion of 
the Bookſeller, -which he printed in the Ledger 
, Saturday, April 24, 1762, and in the Public 
Advertiſer, of Monday, April 26, f. and as I have 
been informed in other Papers) confeſſmg his Fault: 
- Your Grace muſt be ſenfible of theirreparable In- 
iy, abe has been done my Reputation, eſfe- 


c:aily by Your Grace and the Archbiſhop of 


. Of WARY in taktins a Thing for granted, 

/11:h was entirely york cf all Foundation, and 
fix xing it upon my Name by the Authority of two 
Archbiſhops : I defrre therefore, as the World 
tungs it but a reaſenable Requeſt, and it is the 
leaſt: Reparation You can make me, that You 
would prevail with the Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury 10 concur. in.. publiſhing, er. cauſing to be 
pub hel, either the following Declaration, or 


4 to the ſame Purpoſe, which at the 
e that it may afford me Jome Reareſs, 


Jill ve the World a favourable” Idea of Your 
Love of Equity, and Us e ts in ure an 
honeſt, Character. 1 


This Letter is tranſcribed from a rough 
Copy preſerved among Dr. FREe's Papers, 
and bears Date May 15, 1762, the Declara- 


tion was the ſame with that, which had been 
| C.2 before 
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20 AFFIDAPTIT, &c. 


before tendered to the Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury. * C247 

Though an whole Year is now juſt elapſing 
ſince this his 44% Application to the Archbi/hop 
of York, Dr. FREE has never ſeen the Scan- 


dal, he complained of, publichly retracted, nor 


received any the legſt Satisfaction from either 


of theſe Prelates : but on the contrary, not- 


withſtanding that one of them is, as he be- 
lieves, his“ Janior in the UniverSITY, and 
the other of an + inferior Degree; he hath 
been treated by them as one of the meaneſt of 
Mankind, and his Complaint paſſed over with 
ſuch a Neglect, as inſtead of giving Hope of 
Redreſs, has carried all along the Appearance 
of the utmoſt Contempt I. Te _ 
: _ I Joux 
» Dr. Dx UMMUonD au matriculated at Oxford, by the Name ef 


Har, after Dr. Fx EI. | 
t The regular Degree, ⁊ubich Dr. Secxxr took at Oxford, 
avas only that of Doctor of Laws. _ | 

1 Eft Homo Animal non modo ſui conſervandi ſtudioſiſſi- 
mum, ſed et eui infita fit delicata quzdam ſui æſtimatio; cui ſi 


vid detrahatur, non minus ſæpe commoveri ſolet quam illata 
-orpori aut Rebus Noxa. Quin in ipſo Hominis vocabulo ju- 


dicatur ineſſe aliqua Dignatio, fic ut ultimum ſimul atque effica- 
cĩiſſimum Argumentum quo aliorum inſolens infultatio retundi- 
tur, iſthoc habeatur : utique non Canis ſum, ſed æque Homo at- 
- tu — ideo /ecundo Loco inter Officia quorumlibet in quoſ- 
libet habetur: ut qui/que alteram Hominem ftimet, atque tractat 
tanguam naturaliter fibi aqualem, ſeu ut ægue Hominem. 


Poendnrf. ds Offeia Heminit, P. 48. 


AFFIDAVIT, Se: 21 


1 FREE, Doctor in Divinity, Sir Join 
Lemans Lecturer at Saint Mary Hill, in 
the City of London, &c. &c. having read 
this my Complaint 


AGAINST 


The Arcliliſpops of Canterbury and York, and 
certain Others, as Conſpirators againſt my 
Reputation, do ſolemnly declare upon 
Oath, that the Facts herein recited, are, to 
the beſt of my Knowledge, all of them 

true. So help me GOD. 


FOH FREE. 


* 


Sworn before me at the 
Manſion- Houſe, London, 
the * Day of May, 

WIILIAM BECXToRh⁰, Mayor, 


5 
2 


Fu Opinion 5 Counser, 


TN the M onth of January, 1763 -# obs Peti- 
toner ſelected the firit Articles of his Caſe, 
in Subſtance the ſame with theſe which have 
been atteſted upon Oath, . and raiſing certain 
Queſtions thercupon, propounded them to 
one of his MaJjzsTY's Counſel learned in the 
| Law, to learn his Opines of the ſamo. 


eee Were, 


/ 


VS 


| The Caſe, the Qreftions and O nion, are 1 — 
| that follow, 


— 


«© Tonathan Scott, of Pater-nofter Row, in 
the City of London, Bookſeller, intending 
to print the firſt Number of an Hiſtory of 
the Bible, which was 4w7/7ten, or compiled 
by the Rev, Mr. Williams, Curate of Chelſcæ, 
not content with giving the Merit of the 
Compoſition to its proper Author, or Au- 
thors, had prepared and diſperſed divers 
en eee and Hand Bills, on or about 
the roth Day of April, 1702, attributing this 

‚ Work principally @ the Rev. Dr. Free, and 
7 directing the People to aſł for Dr. Fun 8 Bi- 
— ble, although he the ſ:id Doctor abſolutely re- 
| fuſed to be the Writer of any Part of the 
ſaid Hiſtory. 


N r 2E 5. engyonnt ou. _ 


. Moreover the ſaid Jonathan Scott, the bet- 
| | * ter to promote the Sale of the ſaid Work, had 


inſerted in his Advertiſement, &c. that it was 
publiſhed 


: 
3 


p. 


Firſt Opinian of CounsEL. 23 
publiſhed under the immediate Sanction of 


« his Sacred Majeſty KING GEORGE the 


« Third, and in Conſequence of the ſpecial 
„ Appointment of the moſt Reverend Fathers 
« in God, the Lords Archbiſhops of Canter 


% bury and .York, &c.” 


Dr. FREE all the while that this was tranſ- 
aCtiny,was abſent from London, being appoint- 
ed at "chat Time to preach beiore the Univer- 


ſity of Oxford, where, to his great Surpriſe, he | 


heard the firſt Account of theſe Proceedings, 


from a 4 Gentleman of the Univerſity, who 
directed him to Scott's Advertiſement, which 


| had then made its Appearance in the Oxfore 


Journal, 
In the mean Time the Archbiſhoþs of Cax- 


terbury and York, without making any proper 


Enquiry, whether Dr. FREE was acquainted 


with this Affair or not, very diſingenu- 
ouſly fixed a Forgery upon his Character, 
by cauſing the following Paragraph to be 
inſerted in the Dai Advertiſer of April 16, 
1762, and, as he believes, im all tlie Publick 
Papers for ſeveral Days, ſucceſſively, unleſs 
perhaps, in which he is dgabtful, the Lox- 
DON GAZETTE may be exceptcd. 


Daily Advertiſer of Friday, April 1 17 62. 

* Whereas a printed ee. hath lately been 
handed about, ſignifying © That in Conſe- 
ec YEIRnce of the -A__ Approbatian of the 
| wy Arch 


1 To Rav: Mr. Alia, Vice- p, incipal of Magdalen Hall. 
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Firſt Opinion of Coonsr 
r Archbiſhops of Canterbury and York, will 
e be publiſhed on Saturday the 17th of April, 


« Numb. I. of the complete Hiſtory of the 
% Bible, by John Free, D. D. and others: 


e crc tine: to aſſure the Pablick, that 


neither of the ſaid Archbiſhops ever gave 
< his Approbation to the ſaid Undenaking,” 


Dr. Fx xx deſires the Opinion of Counſel 
upon the following Points or Ver ter, arifing g 
from the Paragraph ; as, 

Firſt, Whether this Paragraph does not 
contain a publick Acciiſation or Imputation of 
forging the Approbation of the Archbiſhops ? 

Secondly, Whether this Imputation ground- 


leſs with Reſpect to Dr. Free, by being 


taken for Fact by the Archbi/hops, and pub- 
liſhed in that Light to the World, be not 
hereby made a grievous and ſcandalous LiBEL 
againſt him, as there is no Perſon named in 
their Paragraph, to bear the Reproach' but 


| only himſelf ? 


Thirdly, Whether 2 watts of ExG- : 
LAND do not afford the injured Perſon a Re- 
medy againſt ſuch Libellers, even ſuppoſing 


them to have the Privilege of Pzzrs of the 


Realm ? But in Caſe it ſhould be diffcult to 

Yrocure ſuch a Remedy, whether it would 
not be adviſeable to bring an Action, or other- 
wiſe commence a Suit againſt the Perſon em- 


4 ployed to inſert this Paragraph, and his Ac- 


complices, as Conſpirators * the Character 
of Dr. o ·ů· ol. vt — 


Fil Opinion of CounsBz,; 285 


0 85 ANSWER. * wack 
0 Tam of Opinion, that the Publication of 
the Paragraph referred to in the Caſe is not 
' ibellous.on Dr. FREE. A Paper had been 


handed about, in which Dr. FREE is treated 


as the Author of the Hiſtory of the Bible, then 
ſcon to be publiſhed, and that this was to be 
done with the Approbation of the two Arch- 
biſhops, The Paragraph only denies the Al- 
legation, as far as it reſpects the ſuppoſed 
Approbation of the two Archbiſheps. And 
this Denial their Graces might certainly de- 
clare to the Publick: It would. poſſibly have 
been a more candid Conduct, had their Graces 
been pleaſed. to have firſt enquired, - whether 
the original Paper had been publiſhed by Dr. 
FRee's. Conſent. Suppoſing the Advertiſe- 


ment libellous, there is no Room for the 


Doubt in the ſecond Part of the Queſtion. 
There is 20 Subject ſo great, as not to be ſub- 
Jef to a criminal Proſecution for an Offence 
_ againſt the publick Peace.” n 
-Lincos'i-In fru, OH MORTON 
, JOHN MORTON. 
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tte of Ries "Cafe: he l it ne- 
ceſſary to take a Review of the Poctrine of 
 Libels, as it ſtood in the common 'Law' Books, 
which he had peruſed, in order to diſcover, if 
he could, the Grounds of his Mifake, or what 
Reaſons theſe Writers could ſuggeſt to induce 
him to entertain an Opinion ſo different from 
that of the eminent GENTLEMAN, whom he 
N thought proper to conſult : He therefore read 
over again, What is to be met with on this 


4 HFead, in Woop's Tn/iitutes, Bun Ns J1 Nice, 


and Jacoss's Law Dictionary; in the laſt of 
*which he found the following remarkable 
. Jatiſes, which he. would 8 Leave to re- 


52 ao 71 1 
5 bY * 29 in 2 18 when any Withrix G 


J is. en or e to another's Dis- 
=: GRACE.” N 

. In our Laws, a LIBEL is the greateſt De- 
Fj rer of Scandal, 1 not die like other 


ate Fo. G7 99 . er 
by From Jacons 8 Li Dittionary 8th dition 
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 Efftial Properties of a „En BEL. 2 7 


ALIBET, in a feric# Senſe, is a malicious 
Aſperſion of another in Printing and Writing : 


but in a larger Sign! cation it may be applied 
to any Defamation, whatever. A Perſon«can- 


not juſtify Printing any Papers, which import 
a Crime in another, even to Mu Counſel, 
but it will be a LIBEIL. : 


No Writing is eſteemed a L1Ber. unleſs it 


reflect upon ſome particular Perſon. Hawk. 
195. [The particular Perſon reflected on in 
the Advertiſer, &c. was Dr. Fß RE.) 


According to HoLT Chief Fuffice—— lt is 


enough to make a LIBEL, if the Defendant 


induces an ill Opinion to be had of the Plantiff.-- 


The Nature of a Libel conſiſteth in putting 
of infamous Matter in "WRITING, 2 Salk, 417» 


3 Salk. 226. 
The writing of a LIBEL alt} another ſhews 


a Man's Approbation of a LIB EL, and they | 


are both guilty of a LIBEL, &c. 


If one repeats, another writes, and a third 
approves what is written, they are all Ma- 
KERS of a LIBEL : becauſe all Perſons, who 
concur to an unlawful Act are guilty. Re- 


ducing to Writing is making : Making a LI BEI 
is the Genus. Compo/ing or contriving a Species, 
writing a ſecond Specres, on to be 
written a third. Mod. 167. Writing a 


Ga of a Lig ET! is a LI BEL: Becauſe it has 
5 _ 
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the ſame pernicious Conſequences, &c. 2 Call. 


419. Every one convicted of publiſhing a 


LiBEz, ought to be eſteemed the Contriver, 


or Procurer. The Perſon. procuring another 


to publiſh it, and the Publiſſer are both Po- 
LISHERS. Moor 627. 5 Rep. 16. 3 . 74. 


3 Cre. 17. 


In Law Proceedings there are two ways of 5 
deſcribing a LiBEL, by the Senſe, and by the 
Words. The firſt is cujus Tenor ſequitur, [ex- 


actly to the Caſe of Dr. Free, who. by the 


4 of the Paper is accuſed of Forgey 


2. Salk. 660.” _ 
How well founded theſe Accounts may be, 


and how far to be depended on, the Petitianer 


not being bred to the Law, was not able to 


judge; but he was articularly ſtruck with 
Lord Chief Juſtice H 


oLT's Definition; and 
SALKELD's, that it conſiſted in putting infa- 
mous Matter in Writing; and likewiſe: with 


the Manner of judging of the Senſe of the 
LIBEL mentioned in the laſt Sentence: Be- 


lieving therefore that theſe Gentlemen Writers - 
min the Law underſtood the Engliſi Language, 


in the fame Senſe, that 26s, People under- 
ſtand it, he could not imagine what could 
make this Difference between him and his 
Counſel, unleſs it was that being conſtrained 


to be his own Attorney, he had thro' Want 


of Practice been* deficient in ſtating Matters 
ſo fully as the Caſe required; he therefore 


5 18 this Apology, and ſent the following 


eſſage, 


1 
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Meſſage, deſiring 8 2 a "Reconſideration of the 


Caſe, 
4 farther Enquiry upon the 0 ASE. 


Dr. Fiz. does not deny, but that the Arch 


 - biſhops had a Right to contradict (&c.) a 


Fal * wherein their Names were concern 
ed: But he apprehends that the Law gives 
them no Right to do it in ſuch a Manner as 


might injure an innocent Perſon; and there- 


fore he deſires farther to be informed, whe- 
ther a Perſon's Republiſhing an infamous Story 


againſt another's Character, and ſignifying his 
own Belief of the ſame, ſo as thereby to in- 
duce the Publick to think that other Perſon 


infamous, may not be deemed a LiBEL? and 


more eſpecially if there be Proof of 1L I. WIXX, 
or a ious Inclination in the Offender to de 


3 ay an Injury. 


Second Opinion of Cane 


f ſuch a Publication as is above alluded to 
could be ſhewn to have been made expreſſſy 


to injure and ſlander the Character of another, 
it might be the proper ſubject Matter of an 
Information for a LiBEL. But as the original 


Advertiſement was falſe, as far as it a "PP caled x 


to, and relied on the Approbation of the two 
Archbiſhops, I think, they had a Right to 
falſify it, in the Terms, it was * n N 


| incoly's-Inn Fields, 
We 1 JOHN MORTON:. 


| REP 1-967; Ge. 


Thus I have laid before this Honourable 
Houſe the State of my Caſe as it was preſented 
to one of his MAJesTY's Counſel learned in 
the Laws, with His Opinion upon the ſame, 


whereby it appears, that he thinks, as the 


* Original A ertiſement was falſe, as far as 
«© it appealed to, and relied upon the Approba- 
« tron of 1 Archbiſhops, Zhey had a 
«© Right 70 fallofy it tn the Terms, it was made 
«© 'oublick,” that is to ay, Ty. . 6 Reght 
fo oo me an Injury. 
For the Uſe of indo TY or Porn of 
Mord, mutt neceſſarily do me an Injury: (As 
the Conſtruction carries no other Meaning 
than the Imputation of Forgery and yet in 
the Opinion of able Counſel, the Archbiſhops © 
had a Right to uſe this Form of: Words, and 
therefore in the Opinion of able Wee they 
had a Right t6 do me this Injury. cc 
As this monſtrous Paradox in Ley this 
Right, if there be any, to do an innocent Perſon 
Wrong, cannot be drawn from any Maxims of 
Equity exiſting in the Reaſon. of Things, or 
from the Law of Nature, and Nations, as 
explained by the ableſt Lawyers and on wh 
of the Age; or from the Roman Civil Lau, 
ſo antiently and generally received in P Eu- 
rope; it muſt be owing (to the Reproach 
of my Country be it ſpoken) to ſome De- 
ciency or +12 pn in the Laws of EN - 
LAND, 


— A p : ; | 2 
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Cancerning the Deficiency, 21 
LAND; Which': Deficiencies and Dnperfotions, 
according. to the Declaration of bath. Houſes of 
Parliament made to Kino William the Ile, 
concerning the Rights of Subjects, it 18 the 
- Buſenefs of: Parliament to amend.” 

And J am fully perſuaded, that ls Work 
5 Amendment can never appear more neceſ- 
ſary, than with reſpect to the. preſent Caſe. 
For if the Laws of England upon any Pretext 
wWhatſoever, give any Man a Nigiſit to fut the 


Innocent, they are ſuch Laws as are oppoſite 


to the very Eud and De/ign of all civil Society, 
which was inſtituted with a view 70 protect thc 
Innocent. I ſhould be ſorry if the Laws of my 
Country, in this gſential Article, were not 
equal in Precion, to the Roman: civil Law, 
or any Laws whatever. For thoſe before 


mentioned, except in Caſes f Accident, fimply. 


and abſolutely ſecure the Þmocent 5 and without 


+ regard to Prelext, require the Damage at the 


Hands of every Delinguent, Who commits an 
Injury, \whiehr-might haue been avoided ;\ 3 nay, 
even the Laws'of. ENGLAND in Caſes of leſs 
Moment, evidently do the ſame. And yet 
» here, Where there! is a moſt grievous apd ir- 
. Injury done to a Man's Character, 
ng leſs than the Inputarion of Forgery, w mich 


no Remedy againſt ſuch an Injury: nay, I 
zam told, ook the Principal Parties had a N. 3 


a * 4 . dt 443 4 
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In ſome, Caſes is made a capital crime, I have 
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For Scort's Hand Bills and Aduertifements,tho? 


* , Offence, is liable u Puniſhment. 


* 


| is nothing Here, 
5 = that can afford a "Mev any: Cdlour f Reaſon 


| fall 2 with Reſpe& to your Petitioner, were 
no great Sca they brought his Sers tively 
ſpeaking, no — ao hi . 
| ere was no moral Turpitude in being — 
| Aithor of an Hiſtory of the Bible, or Hfumy 
in being reputed ſo, whether the Report were 
true or not. It was ſolely the Manner, in 
which the Archbi/hops contradifted Scott $ 
Falſhood, that made 2 Defamdtian- And 
therefore all the Defamation proceeded from 
the Archbi/hops, that is, from the blameable Uſe. 
they made of Scott's Advertiſements, as a 
Foundation for contriving and | compſing this 
: infamous Paragraph. For the IMpUTATION 
of Forgery was never heard of before this Act 
of theirs; the Injury therefore cammences with 
\ #ts Act, and depends entirely upon the ſame. 
And yet Iam told that they had' a Right to db 
. 'By what Law? Why if by any, it muſt 
be by ſome . culbable Lawof ENGLAND, 
. which ſhould be therefore amended or repeal 
For I ſhall make it appear, t ad 


uently fuch, as in tio 


4 * co 


To begin then with the 
. 5 of natural Fafhice 2 


and Equity TU 1 — Mi 
. tecedent to himan AIG in the Nature and 
4 en, of Thin 188. "I 
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Neghgence and wincible Ignorance 33 
himſelf, unleſs it be ahholute and unavoidable 
De,, 29S 

An Argument, which the Archbiſhops can- 


not in Conſcience pretend to uſe. Becauſe 


they might, if they had choſen: it, have con- 


tradicted Scott's F alſhood, without injuring 


Dr. FREE: They were not by Necgſity com- 


pelled to publiſh, as they did, any Thing in 
this Behalf, which tended to hurt his Charac- 


ter; becauſe they had it in their Power to 


have informed themſelves better; and to have 


been convinced, if they would, that Dr. FREE 
was no way concerned in ſuch an famous 


Tranſaction, as that of forging their Approba- 


tion. Their I6NoRANCE therefore, in this 
Caſe, was criminal, and could no way juſtify 


the Hurt, which they were about to do to 


an innocent Perſon: Becauſe if it had not 


been their own Fault, their IG NOR ANCE, in 
this Caſe, might have been removed, and the 
Injury thereby totally prevented. And there- 


fore, ſays Puffendorf, the Party is guilty of a 
Crime. Penes ipſum fuit, ut fieret, vel non 


2 


fieret, De Off. I. 1. c. 1. p. 9. 


As Neceſſity gave them no Right in Equity, 
or by the Laws of /mple Nature, the LAws 


of Nature and Nations, that is the Laws of | 


E B Nature 


Jus naturale eſt dictatum R. Rationis indicans actui alicui 
Ex convenientia, cum ipſa Natura rationali, in eſſe moralem 
Turpitudinem, aut neceſſitatem moralem, ac conſequenter ab 


auctore naturæ Deo talem actum aut vetari, aut præcipi. 


Gsortus de Fur, Bel. & Pacts. X 
ha bd + Enchiridion Leyum. 
U 


— a apa. 
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Nature when tranſcribed, and Scar FM to Au- 
man Laws, by the Authority of Mx, and 
acquieſced in as good and Juſt by the [mag 
Conſent of all civilized Nations; theſe Laws, I 
ſay, go Hill fartler, and declare ſuch Pro- 
ceedings to be not only void of all Right, as 
having no Neceſſity to warrant them, but for 
that very Reaſon, as well as in Conſideration 
of their pernicious Conſequences, to be to- 
tally. wrong, and ſubject to Puniſiment. The 
celebrated Baron Puffendorf,. whoſe Writings 
upon the Laws of Nature, and Nations have 
been ſtudied in all the Univerſities of EuroPe, 
and received as authentick by the moſt learned 
Profeſſors, makes it a Fundamental Law of 
Society, * That no Man ſhall hurt the Innocent; 
he inſiſts upon this as? 4 moſt extenſive Duty, 
equally binding upon all Ranks and Degrees g 
Men,” Nay we have a Maxim in our ENGLISH 
common Law, whoſe Meaning is much the 
lame: Prohubetur, ne quis faciat in ſuo, quod 
nocere poſſit in alieno, &c. Indeed it ſeems to 
go further than Puffendorf's; For if it were 
ſtill in Force, it would regulate even Self-de- 
fence. And in Force it ought to be, by What 
he ſays further of ſuch Laws, that they are the 
Security of all our Possts8s10Ns CE. and 
acquired ; from whence he draws another Lau 
in Conſequence, © That if any Perſon . ſhall 
receive any Hurt from another, or "Damage 


« be Ae m MY 8 apes which, 7 5 Afb; be 
8 1. 46 Got in. 


be Officio Hominis, 1. 1. 0. 6. * E ali. 


* 


* 


Nature and Nations; * 3 5 


ca to that other, Satigfactiun ſhall be 
© piade to the utmoſt by the ſame.” * + 


He then ſpeaks of | Principals and Acceſſ- | 


ries as all ee reſponſible, for Injuries, 


making. no Diſtinction between them, but in 


4 Labanchn ation - Patrator Facinoris cui Mi- 
niſterium detrectare non Llelit, Inftrumenti 


tuntum Rationem habebit.” What he here 


ſays of Tools. and Inftruments being applied 
to the Caſe of the Petitioner, will compre- 
hend in the ſame Guilt the Perſons acting 
under the Archbi/hops, ſuch as Fohn Rivington 
the Bookſeller, who cauſed this defamatory Ac- 
count to be. inſerted in the Papers, and the 
ſeveral Printers, who publiſhed the ſame. 

The Perſons bound to make Satisfaction, 
Arden ſays, are not only fuch as hurt 
another through an ill Deſign, but alſo thoſe, 
£0ho-befide 4 direct Intention may be guilty of 
it through Negligence, or their OWN FAULT, 
whith MIGHT HAVE BEEN AVOIDED.” He 
adds, That the Guilt of Negligence is ag- 

« gravated-in Proportion as a Perſon by Cu. 
«© ratter' is ſuppoſed to be more capable of 
Circumſhecti © 

As for INSTANCE, wil we [oblerve Peo- 
ple pecuharly circumſpect at Cour T'; we have 
the more Reaſon to think, that they could, if 
they would, be! very e as in ſheir con- 
NON DRALIN GS. 
What this great Ears hin this deter- 
mined concerning the Guzt of NxLIGENeR 
by the Law of er and Nations, is con- 

275. | — + THREE: 


36 By the Gail Law of the Romans; 
. firmed by. the Opinions of the Lawyers and 
Legiſlators of the Greeks, as we may ſee in 
- Ariſtoth, who ſuppoſes that Damage may 
proceed from three Cauſes, i. e. from Igno- 
rance, from Diſorder. of the Mind, and from 15 
Malice. He makes IG NORAN CE a voluntary 
Cauſe (as it muſt be, where it is vincible and 
may be avoided) and leaves us ſome good 
Rules to diſcover when affected Ignorance may 
ſerve as a Cloak for Malice, inſiſting, that all 
Actions are to be diſtinguiſhed into u and 
unjuſt (T1 Tpoaueru xai rw meoiv) by being a 
Matter of Choice, or voluntary. The Us of 
this RULE may be thus 5 0 and drawn 
into Example. Suppoſe for Inſtance, a Perſon 
knowing, that he has hurt another, refuſes 
to make Satisfaction, it ſhews that the 
(Tpou eas) CHOICE or WILL is againſt the 
Satiſfaction- And therefore the Cnoice 
or W1LL is for the Injury. And ſo the Ma- 
lice appears notwithſtanding the Plea of Igno- 
rance, and the + Trav ex Tpaciperews ,. 
makes the Damnum factum ex Malilia. 
It was perhaps for this Reaſon, becauſe it 
may frequently ferve as a Prætext to Malice, 
that the Roman civil Law ſo often puniſhed 
Ignorance or Negligence, which was the Cauſe 
LE . ĩ ploe bets 
But whether it was for this Cauſe alone, or 
to prevent other 2// Conſequences attending thoſe | 
Vices, the moſt antient Roman Laws, even 
in the rudeſt Times of the Republic, never 
. e admitted 
| + See Profeſſor Gol us upon A. iſtoti's EN H¹eRKxs. 


By the Law of the XII Tables; 37 
admitted a Plea from Ignorance as a Prætext 


to palliate Injury ; but decreed a&/olutely in 
the Caſe of Defamation, that whoever hurt 


another's Character ſhould undergo the Pu- 


niſiment of the CLUB. This was a + Law 
of the XII TABLES. SUI PipUuLO CENTA 
Str, CARMENvE conDISIT, qQuop Inza- 


MIAM FAXIT, FLAGITIUMVE ALTERI, 


FusrE FERITOoOo. 8 
Carmen vero injurioſum,” according to 
the civil Lawers, * eſt que libet Scripta In- 
juria, quælibet Satyra, vel Epigramma, 
quo alicujus Fama nominatim | adroditur.” 
Paull. Sent. V. 4. 15. | 

This Puniſhment of the Cuz might be 


carried farther than a good Drubbing. 
Fps TIGATIO vero facile ad necem uſque 


procedere poterat. In any Shape however, 
At produced a good Effect among the RoMAN 
Libellers, and made them very careful to ſee 


that there were Grounds and Reaſons for what 


| e wrote, when it concerned another 8 Re- 


- Virtere modum F hn FusTI1S 


4 bene em dele Wee redacti. 
HoRA r. 


Theſe old = were abſelute, and admitted 
of no Excuſes, which might ſerve as a Cover 
to malicious Hypocriſj and Deceit, and in after 

Times, that ignorance and Negigence. might 


never 
+ Heinec, Ant. Rom. ad Inſtit. Lib. iv. Tit. iv.“ Ibidem. 


38 By the Aquilian Law; | 
never come in Aid of Miſchief, they are both | 
made criminal by the famous Aquitian 
Law, and puniſhed accordingly, as being as 
dangerous as Deceit. Imperitia quoque 
ob Culbæ adnumeratur. It appears by Fuſtt- 
nian's Inſtitutes, that this Law extended to Re- 
putation: © Illud palam eſt, ſicut ex primo 
« capite ita demum quiſque tenetur, fi Dolo 
« aut Culpa ejus Homo aut Quadrupes occiſus 
occiſave fuerit: ita exhoc Capite, de Dolo 
« aut Culpa, et de cætero Damn quemque 
56 tener1. Juli. ue! A IV. 
2214. AE. wall 
And in TITLE IV. Of Inj UTIES. 

He ſays, Generaliter INJURIA "dicitun! omne 
quod non jure fit: ſpecialiter, alias, contumelia, 
quæ a contemnendb dicta eſt, quam Græci b 
appellant, alias Culpa, quam Græci eynanue 
dicunt, ficut in Lege Aquika DANNUNM {n- 
juria datum accipitur, alias Iniquitat et bnju- 
ftitia; quam Grecis RNs RAY adivia vo- 
cant. 1b | 4 
IN JURIA autem committitur non Slang 
cum quis Pugno pulſatus, &c.— vel ſi quis 
ad Infamiam alicujus Libellum aut Carmen 
ſaut Hiſtorium] ſcripſerit, compoſuerit ediderit, 
Dolove malo feceriz, quo quid eorum fieret, 
&c.—— Thus it appears, that any of theſe 
Ix juxIES committed againſt a Man's Per/or, 
Property, or, Reputation, were equally puniſh- 
able by the Aquilian Law, whether they pro- 


ja Bf rome an evil Dehn, Contempt, Negli- 
: w_ - 


% 


. By the civil Law the 1 * 39 = | 


| hk or criminal Ignorance, IMPERITIA | 
quogue CLP adnumeratur. Juſtinian . | 
bi ſupra. ; | | 
I have yet ſome other Lame to appeal to, | 
* good Authority, to ſhew the criminal Nature j 
of IGNORANCE: and NEGLIGENCE, where | 
they occaſion Damage, or give Offence. Theſe, 
Laws, indeed, are not or:ginally Engliſi, any 
more than thoſs of GRErce and RoME; but 
as there were many of them adopted into our 
Laws by one of the. Founvtrs of our Con- 
fiitution, the great King ALFRED, and rever- 
ed in his Days by our Anceſtors, I make | 
no Doubt, but that they will be received with 
all due Deference, by their Poſterity of the 
HonouRABLE HousE or Commons, The | 
Laws, I mean, are thoſe of Moss, which | 
ſhould ſeem to challenge a more than ordinaz 
Regard from Two Ecclefiaſticks, eſpecially as 
they ſhare between them an Income equal 
to that of an hundred common Clergymen, 
upon a Preſumption, that they better under/tand, | 
and better explain the BiBLE. This dune | 
LawGiveR then ſo much admired by the 
wiſeſt + Heathens, and fo revered by our, 
Anceſtors, determines in the Book of Num- 
bers, chap. Xv. verſe 27. that ſuch Offences 
are criminal, and enjoins what ſhall be the 
Atronement for the Sin of I6NoRANCE, and 
what the Penalty for the Hin of Neo LIGENCE, 
b 2 4 | when | 


— — 


+ Ta. Ida SrowoIirn; 5x, © Twxwr wp. Lengin. 


By the 2 Law vl the Hebrews. | 


8 it proceeds from * Pręſumption or Con- 
tempt. The Sentence againſt the laſt is very 
ſtrong. But the Soul that doeth ought PRE- 
SUMPTUOUCSLY, Whether he be born in the 
Land or a Stranger, the ſame reproacheth the 
Loxp, and that Soul ſhall be cut of, from 
among his People. Verſe 30, &ce. 
| Theſe Provifions in the Fewiſi Law againſt 
Sins of IGNORANCE, which are here made 
general, and extend alike to all Perſons and 
_ Caſes, ſeem to have owed their Original how- 
ever to the Religious Error of a Man, who not 
informing himſelf, that it was a Crime, was 
guilty of gathering Sticks on the Sabbath Day. 
The Fact was plainly proved, but it not be- 
ing a ruled Caſe, the Plea was doubtful, upon 
which Occaſion, till the Point of Law 
could be ſettled, it was uſual to commit the 
Offender to Priſon. They brought him _ 
fore, to Mosxs and AARON, and they put 
him in WaRD; becauſe it was not declited, | 
what ſhould be done to him. And the LoRD 
ſaid unto Mos xs, the Man ſhall fiirely be put to 
Death, &c. verſe 35. His ene Was wp 
on him, &c. | 
Beſide their Malignity then with reſpe& to 
the Subject, Ionokance and NEGLIGENCE 
are here conſidered as an Afront to the Law- 
Gk, and upon that Acount as Gop in this 


Place 


; * The Hebrew is 1 PY with an bigh Hand. As the 

Afrclibiſpops have carried it thus, with an high Hand, it is well 
"cap pave was not their Judge. How they wall ik it with 
e Logp, 1 cannot tell. 


By the Fes, Law 7 the Hebrews. 41 


ſuſtains that Character, are puniſhed over and 
above by diſtinct PENALTIES as Sinus againſt 
God. After the divine Example, human Law- 
- GIvERs, jealous of their Authority, though 
they are content. with one Sort of Puniſhment, 
make noAllowance to I6NoRANCE and* ER-. 
ROR, where it was poſſible to avoid the ſame. 
This Poflibility or Power ＋ according to 
PurFEN DORF, lies in the Uſe of our com- 
mon Faculties; if a Man refuſes to make uſe 
of theſe, he is inexcuſable. And hence it is 
accounted a f. ft Principle or prime Maxim, 
as well in Mok AL IT v, as in human Courts of 
2 that a Man is reſponſible for all 
ſuch Actions as he had i it in his Power to do, 

or not, I 
OFFENCES, thetetbie: cd between 
Man and Man, through NEGLIGENCE, or 
Io NORA NOR, which might have been avoided, 
all the Laws before-mentioned, will be 
liable to the ſame Penaitrer, as thoſe commit- 

ted by DEs fix. 
Theſe PRNALTIEs are as various as the Caſes 
to which they are annexed, and if ouR owN 
Laws are mdeterminate likewiſe upon that 
Subject, it may not be improper, as they con- 
tain the Wiſdom of | og * briefly to recite 

| them here, : 

FB 9 0 Y 


LY LEP yt et 2 circa Leges et eh cuique in - 
junctum, ab Inputatiene non liberar. Nam ** * &c. 


2 de Offic. Page 10. 
4 Taff de Off. Page TT Thid. Page 8. 
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* 


Of PenaLTIES and SATISFACTIONs. 


That the PexaLTY ſhould be. at leaſt as 
near as poſſible commenſurate to the In juz, 
is not only the Determination of ſimple Nature, 
but has been aZually a Law of NATions al- 
moſt coeval. with the World; ſince the firſt | 
Records of HUMAN Race have from. all Quar- | 
ters handed down the ſame. . = 
If the OFFENCE were againſt the Bop: of 
a Man, the Penalty was, what we call in 
Engliſh, LIKE FOR LIKE. 2 
Breach for Breach, Eye for Eye, Toath 8 
| Tooth: as he cauſed a Blemiſh in a Man; fo ſhall 
it be done to him again. Leviticus xxiv. 20: 'A 
And by the old Roman Law. of the XII 
Tables, Tab vii. it was juſt the ſame.' 81 
MEMBRYM. RUPSIT, une GUM EO: PACIT,, 
1 
Where the 8 was Spinde a Man's. 
Subſtance or EFFtcTs, and the Matter might 
be compromiſed; there Full Reſtitution ſtood 
in the Place of Penalty. He that killeth a 
Bel ſhall reflore it. Levit. chap.; xxiv. &c. 
and by the Aguilion Law the full Mafket 
| Price for the 4 0 25 mene Was W. rd L 
Leg. Aavil, Cap. 1. 4 
7 If Goops were taken away by fo ſe Ken, ; 
ſation, the REsTITUTION] among the Hebrews 
was FOURFOLD. 
If the Offence v was againſt a Man J Reputa- 5 


Hon,” 


Of Penalties and Satisfactions. 43 
tion, and not injuria atrox, the o/d Romans pu- 
nithed it by a Fine, in the ſame Manner as 
they did an Aﬀeont to his Perſon; or what 
We call an Aſſault, the Penalty in both Caſes, 
was twenty-five Aſſes. S1 Qui INIURIAM 
ALTERI FAXIT, XV ERIS POENAE SUN - 
To. A great SUM in 7hoſe Days of Pover- 
ty, when an Aſs was an whole Pound weight, 
but the Coin being dimini/hed both in Size 
and Value, the Penalty became contemptible, 
inſomuch that one Luctatius Neracius, an im- 
pudent abuſive Fell, out of wanton Inſolence, 
thinking that his Condition put him above the 
Weakneſs of the Law, uſed to have a Servant 
following him in the Streets, loaded with this 
braſs Money, (ſuppoſe, for Example, ſuch as 

our Farthings,) that when he gave a Man a 
Slap on the * which was, it ſeems, his pe- 
culiar, Diverſion, he might tell him out twen- 

ty- five Farthings, and ſend him about his 
Buſineſs, and ſo on to the next, till the Bur- 
then of Money was quite exhauſted: e 
PRÆRToks, or Lokp-MaAvons, of Rome ſee- 
ing theſe Inſults committed upon innocent Peo- 
ple, from Advantage given to Infolence by 
the Deficiency of the old Laws, thought pro- 
per to. amend them by their own Epics, 
reſerving to themſelves and their Commiſſioners, 
the Power of determining according to Equity, 
in both Caſes ; whether the Aclian was brought 
for Violence offered to a Mon's Perſon, or Iu- 
Jury to his CONT, the Plaintiff laying his 


Damages at ſuch a Sum. 
F 2 The 
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The Epic of the Roman PRATORS for. re- 
forming the Laws concerning Defamation. 


Ne quid infamand: cauſa fiat, fi quis adverſas 
ea fecerit, prout quaque Res erit, animadver- 
tam. Injuriſque Aeftimandis recuperatores ſe da- 
Zurios edixerunt. Et hæc eſt actionis ſfimatoriæ 
origo, quam Prætoris Juriſdictio invexit. Edix- 
erat Pretor, qui agit Injuriarum certum dicat, 
guid Injuriarum factum fit. The Commi ifioners 
appointed upon theſe Occaſion were, in 
Office, not unlike an Ex GLIsH ſpecial Jury. 
But tho' the Romans took theſe Precautions to 
prevent ſuch iniquitous Pretenſions and Excu- 
ſes, as our Laws, it ſeems, have been ſuppo- 
ſed weak enough toadmit ; yet, after all, they 
were not near fo rigorous in Caſes of Defa- 
mation as the Hebrews. | 
For, under the Levitical Law, if a Perſon's 
Charatfer was hurt by falſe Accuſation, Re- 
compence was made to the 1njured Party by 
the Exchange of Perſons, the falſe Accuſer be- 
ing obliged to take the Place of the Accuſed, 
and undergo the Penalty due to the Offence 
which he had falſely laid to -the N of 
the other. Deut. xix. 18, 19. | 

By this Law the two Elders were condemn- 
edi at Babylon : And juſt and right it is; tho 
I. forbear at preſent to apply it to my own 
Caſe, or explain the Conſequences, as it is not 


| enforced 1 in the Laws of England. 
Of 


; Argument from the Analogy of Engliſh Laws. 4.5 
Of which Laws of England, however, I 


would obſerve in the /aft Place, that tho they 


may not have provided ſo good a Remedy as 
this againſt the Effects of Malice; yet they 
have not totally overlooked the fatal Conſe- 


quences of unpuniſhed Neghgence and Ignorance. 


| There is an Act of Parliament made in the 
6th Year + of the Reign of Queen Anne, under 
the Sanctions of which, if there be any Ana- 
hgy and Parallehſm in the Laws, a Perſon, 
in the Caſe of the Petitioner, might be in- 
duced to expect Relief. For it conſiders Neg- 
ligence, which produces Damage, as a thing 
in it's own Nature, criminal, and puniſhes it 
with Inpriſonment, or a pecuniary Penalty. | 
It relates, indeed, to the Firing of a Man's 
Houſe by Neghgence: But is the deſtroying of 
2 Man's Houſe an Injury equal to the deſtroy- 
Ing of his Reputation, which is to be the Sup- 
port of his Houſe, the Support of himſelf, and 
the Support of his Family? Beſides, the Loſs, 
5 it were in itſelf equal, is more recoverable i 
ne Caſe than in the other. 1 
The Increaſe of Wealth and Fortune, or the 
Charitable Contributions of others, may pur- 
chaſe new Materials for Building; and give a 
Man a better Manſion than he occupied be- 


fore: But no Increaſe of Wealth or Fortune 
can purchaſe Materials for a new Reputation; 


which is a Poſeſſion fo br:7le and periſiable, 
that when it is once publickly and exten- 
„ ſively 
+ Chap. 31. Sect. iii, 2 


46 De PETITION; &c; . . - 
fively. 8 can very rarely be totally re-ef- 
h tabliſhed, or reſtored to it's priſtine Condition: 
Becauſe it is almoſt impoſſible, that Defama- 
tian ſhould ever be totally recalled. For 
tho' ſome Men may live to be undeceived yet, 
as Recantation and After-Intelligence do not 
always travel in juſt the ſame Track, that 
_ Slander went, or meet with the ſame Paſſen- 
gers; many, who imbibed the firſt Report, 
will retain the Error they received, propa- 
gate it all their Lite 1 and carry it to their 
Graves. 
Theſe are ene which increaſe 
this Sort of Injury above the other, more than 
an * hundredjold, and therefore, ought, in Pro- 
portion, to zncreaſe the Penalty. n 
But if this Act of the 6th of Queen Anne, 
does not afford a Remedy; where, after all „5 
am I to apply for Juſtice ? ; 
Under the Pretext of Ignorance my Adver- 
faries have formed and carried on a Conſpi- 
racy againit my Reputation: Upon this Pre- 
tence they claim a Right to repeat another's 
Falſehood, and upon the Ground of that Falfe- 
we to do me a freſh and more Ir e 


* The 8 Happineſs of Men, ought to be valued as 
they are to the Perſons themſelves, whole they are; or accord- 
ing tothe Thoughts or Senſe which They Have of them ; not ac- | 
cording to the Edimate put upon them by rler people, who 
have no authority to judge, or may be, in ſuch Circumſtances as 
Guilt has rendered, partialto themſelves. If the Cauſa dolo rich 
mould act with the ſame Force on C with which it ads on D, yet 
if C had only two Degrees of Perception, and D had three, the 
' Pain falta;ned by D wouid be haif as much more as that of . 
Vide Religion of Nature, bes. 33, = edit. | 

To Injury, 


| The PETITION, Ge. op 


Injury, by imputing to me the Crime of erg 

ing their Approbation. 5 
This Defamation has been publiſhed moſt 
notoriouſly i in Print, circulated by the publick 
Papers, both at home and abroad, not retract- 
ed after Remonſtrance and Althonition, but left 
through Malice for the ſpace of a Year toge- 
ther, to produce all the Effects of a Libel ; firſt 
againſt the Petitioner himſelf, tho' hitherto a 
Man of unblemiſhed Honeſty, next againſt 
his innocent Pofterity, who could derive. little, 
or no Advantage from their Relation to him 
except that of being deſcended from a Man 
of real Probity: and yet notwithſtanding this 
extenſive Damage done by Infamy to im, and 
his Deſcendents, your Petitioner has been told, 
that the Defamation in Print i 18 10 Libel, and 
that his Adverſaries had a Right to perpetrate, 
what by the * Refuſal of Satisfaction ap- 
pears to have been done mals Anims, and in 
the way of a 175 Conſpiracy: and which, if it 
had 


* To remove the  Sufpicien of. Malice,  Puffmderf "IS that 
a Perſon alledging that he had no ill Deſign in the Hurt he did an- 
other, ought, of his own Accord, to offer: Satisfaction, and to 
atteſt, (the Latin is teftari) which muſt nean, either upon Oath : 
orby his Handwriting, that he had no 7/1 Intention in the Caſe, 
otherwiſe the Perſon injured has a Right to return Hoſtilities, and | 
look upon him as an Enemy :;—Le/us ipſum pro hofte habeat ac 
wiciſſim hoſtilia intentet. Puffendorf de Offic. pag. 47. — But the 
Archbiſhops, inſtead of oFering Satis ſaction, refy/ed it, when de- 
manded, and have added Izſolence to Oppreſſion, by perſiſting i rn 
the Refuſal for more than aiVrar together ; which, in the Opi- | 
nion of this accurate Lawyer, is a plain Proof of their Malice. 
I Conſpiracy, by common Law, is where divers Perſons confe- 
derate together by indirect means, to ingoveriſh a third Perſon, 


2 


or falſely and malicicufly to charge a Man, &c. I forbear to 


mention the Puniſhments, but the Reader may ſee them in Dr. 
e e OR, Edit. OS. vol, i. pag. 316. 


48 The PETITION, Ge. bs 
had been done through Ignorance, or Negli- 
ence, is of ſuch a grievous Nature, as to be 
_ adjudged puniſhable, by the Law of Nature 
and Nations, by the Levitical Law of the 
Fews, and by the civi Law of the Romans, 
which has been occaſionally admitted for | 
Law in this Kingdom. 
Your Petitioner therefore moſt badly ſup- 
plicates this Honourable Houſe, as he has, in 
Appearance, no other Conſtitutional Way of 
ſeeking Redreſs, that if the Laus of England 
are, in his Caſe, ſo deficient, as has been repre- 
ſented ; they may be reformed, and amended 
by one or other of the Laws beforementioned: 
or that the Ad of the 6th of Queen Anne, 
may be extended to all Kinds of Damage 
done by Negligence, or flubborn and wilful Ig- 
norance; or ſuch other Regulations in this Be- 
- half provided, as to the Wiſdom of this Ho- 
2 nourable Houſe ſhall ſeem moſt meet, as .2ve/l 
11 for doing Fuſtice to the injured Character of 
a —— as for ſecuring to others the 5 
valuable Poſſeſſion of their good Name, and pro- 
tecting, for the Future, the Commoners of... 
this Realm from the Inſults of Subjects of a” 
Superior Order; and your Petitioner, as in 
Duty bound, ſhall ever pray, &c.. LE 


. Netoikyton Butts, in 


the County of Surry, 
My 16, 1765. Joux FREE. 


| t Enchiridion Legum, Tt ſhould feem likewiſe, by an AQ ot = 
Parliament of the 25th of Henry VIII. C. 21. that if the Civil and 
Canon Law were not by that allowed and then admitted; yet 
that * were adi ble; Feud, _ the TOP ſo are the Reſt. 
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APPENDIX to Dr. FR EES HEI ron 
containing other Papers, and Vouchers giving, 
Evidence to the Cale. EPS RO 


Mr. Scott's Letter to Dr. Free, dated March 15, 1762. 
AS Mr. Willliams has informed me, that you will. not ſuffer ' 
your Name to be along with his, and' others; in the Hiſ- 


tory of the Bible, I am thereby put intirely to a ' ſtand, and 


know not which way to turn me: I ſhall be glad of your 
friendly Advice, what I muſt do in this difficult Situation: 
ſhould you come into the City To-morrow, between one and 
four, your calling at my Houſe will greatly oblige 

7 Your moſt humble Servant, 


15 March 1762. e JoxaTHAan; Song. 
P. S. I will print your Sermon on the Terms Mr. Williams 
mentions. Here follows 40 10028 ay 7 


The Form of Mr. Scoze*s Advertiſement as it was ſhewn to 
d n Fram Oxford Journal, being the firſt and only 
one In 


on the Saturday following, being then on his Return to 
London. 75 L CI, LR BPRS" 1 {5 ants efnets 
: 2 Bn entire New Worm, 2! opt itn Þ 2086 

The Whole. to be completed in 120 Weekly Numbers, at 64. 
each, and adorned quith 120 Beautiful Copper Plates, and en- 
raved in a very maſterly Manner. - 


"On Saturday, Aprii 17, 1762, will be publiſhed, Price 8 


Six-pence, No. I. of A Comyiere HisTory of the Horx 
BrsLz: From the Creation of the World, to the End of the 
Apoſtolic Age. During every Period of which Time the Sa- 
» cred and Profane Hiſtory are connected. Together with Va- 


riety of Nor gs, Critical and Explanatory, ſerving to elear up 


the Obſcure and Difficult Texts, reQify the Miſ-Tranffations, '' 
and by reducing to the Standard of Truth, to reconcile Pafſ- 
ſages which appear contrary to each other. A Work Fn. | 
above all others hitherto written, to the Rooting out of Deifm 
and Infidelity, and the firm Eſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. Publiſhed under the immediate Sanction 25 His Moſt 
Sacred Majeſty King GEORGE III. And in Conjequence of _ 
the Special Appointment of The Moſt Rev. Fathers in GOP 
the Lords Archbiſhops of CanTrzaBuryY and Yorx. The 
Whole illuſtrated and embelliſhed with 120 Copper-Plates, ' 
engraven. by Grignion, Ravenet, Avuiline, and other the moſt 
maſterly Hands, from new Defigns, made on Purpoſe for this 
Work, by Hayman, Wale, and other Gentlemen of the: So- 
wety of Artiſts in London, Nm have generouſly _ 


ne he had ever ſeen, with the Counter Advertiſement, '* 
which he left to be inſerted: underneath in the ſaid Journal, 
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| that a complete Uiſtory of 


the laſt] 


rend Mr. a and the other Gentlemen. 
April #2: > J Scorr. The 


* 
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| «Ss Abilities towards the elegant Execution of a Work, .. | 
chlated to anſwer the noble Pur oſes of the Glory of God 


and the Good of Mankind. e Rev. 2 Fris, D. D. 
William Williams, B. D. Willian Shephard, M A. A. Hervey 
Milles, LL. D. and other eminent Divines. 


Landon: Printed I Special Appothtment) for J. gcott, 0 


Pater-nofter- Row, and fold by all Bookſellers, Stationers and 


Printſellers, in Great-Britain and Ireland; and by the- News- 
Carriers; of whom may be had Propoſals at large, with an 
Account of the Work. Bookſellers. in the Country are 


requeſted to be 2 particular in you Orders for Dr. F eh P 


er of the Bible. 


4 Contrary — | 
 _ Oxran, April 15, 1762. 


REIN G. not. a little ſurpriſed. to find myſelf re reſented as 


the Author of a New Hiſtory. of the Bible, &c. adver- 


tied in this- Paper, on Saturday the roth, to which Adver- 
riſement I was an entire Stranger, till informed of it by Gen- 


tlemen in the Univerſity: I think'it neceſſary, in Juſtice to ths 


Pybliek and myſelf, and indeed to thoſe who are the real Au- 


thors, to declare, that I never undertook to write or compile 


a ſingle Sheet of that Performance, nor ever conſented to do. 
any Thing mere towards it, than juſt to everlook the Numbers, 


as. they vent to the Preſs, -_ ' JOHN. FREE.. 
N. B. My. Treatiſe on Phyfiology 1 will be publiſhed; as ſoon, , 


as the Names of the era can be pri Bern and will Br” 


delivered at Oxford, 5 Mr. Par ris ow be Wn. about 
a Hey em e ate of en 


Mr. Scorr* $ SY 7 | 55 I» 1 0 1 


3 75 Was perſuaded by.s 2 Friend to KP 
OLY B whi am 


now publiſhing, Was the Work of the Reverend Dr. FREE, 


— 


in Conjunction Wich other Divines; and that it had received 


the ſpecial Approbation of the Lords the Archbiſhops, T do 


declare, that op ſaid Dr, F reg did only undertake to reviſe ' 
the Cop Copy of the ſame before it went to Prefs, and to corre& 


were privy to my iploging! the ſaid, Words, * with the f ecial 


« Approbation of the. Lords the Archbiſhops', and the Public 
may reſt aſſured, that notwithſtanding this unfortunate Miſtake, 
which cannot in any wiſe affect — Work itſelf, It will fill - 
be carried an with the ſame Spirit and Vigour by the Reve: , 


roof from the Preſs, ſtill refuſing to "become an Au- 
thor, apd neither he nor the oh Gomſenen can cerned, 


4 «40 


g 


PS 
WE .: 


The Reader is deſtred to take Notice, that though it ap- 


pears from this Adyertiſement, that Dr. Free had once in- 
tended to have read over the Sheets after the Parties con- 
cerned in the Book had got them printed, to ſee that there 
were no Errors of the Preſs; yet his Intention was never car- 
ried into Execution: For, not being privy to the rinting, 
he never ſaw the Book in the Preſs, or coming from the Preſs, 


nor knew ſo much'as who was the Printer, as the Reader may 


colle& from the following 3 
1 ts #1146) DE CLAR ATION. 172 
e e eee Longo, Ju 9, 763. 

We William Richard/on and Samuel Clark, of Fleet-ftreet, - 

Printers, being the Perſons engaged by. the Bookſellers to 

print an Hiſtory of the Bible, the firſt Number of which was 

advertiſed to be publiſhed on Saturday the 17th of April 1762, 


under the Title of A Complete Hiſtory of the Holy Bible, 


from the Creation of the World to the end of the Apoſtolic 
e, &c. do . at the particular Deſire and Requeſt of 
the Reverend John Free, D. d. who conceives himſelf to be, 
injured, in Reputation by the Inſertion of his Name in the Ad- 
vertiſements as one of the Writers thereof, that we never recei- 
ved any Authority from the ſaid Dr. Free, to make uſe of his 


Name as the Author, or to inſert any Approbation of that 


Work from the Archbiſhops of Canterbury. or Vork; neither 
was the ſaid Dr. Free ever ſeen at our Printing-houſe while the 


faid Work was printing, either as an Inſpector or Corrector of 


the Preſs, or otherwiſe to our Knowledge: nor did we receive 


any kind of Order from him, or convey. any Meſſage to him : 


concerning the ſame the Sheets being actually ſent to be re» 
vided by another Perſon. - 5 2 f 2 


— 


794 5 1 Wu. RicnarDsON, A 
„ 2- dM GLARK; © 
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BOOKS, avuhich hawe been formerly written by the Ren. Dr. 
 : Free, and ſold by William Sanby, at the Ship, oppofote Sto. 
Dunſtan's Church, Fleet - ſtreeet. | | 
MARY. 319 2 Hire el. . 
HIS TORNMof the Fagliſß Tongue, with the Author's in- 
tended Dedication to his Royal Highneſs Prince George, 


now K. GEORGE III. PAR I. printed in 1749, and contain- 


ing an Account, I. Of the Roman or Latin Tongue, as once 
ſpoken in Britain. II. Of the Britiſh or Welſp, and its an- 
tient and preſent Limits. III. Of the Pybtas, corruptly called 
Pic: by the Romans their Settlement in the North of Britain; 
the Original of their Name, and the Nature, Extent, and Du-- 
ration of their Language. IV. Of the Scots from Ireland; and 
the Extent of the Fer Language; in order to — it 
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from the Engle in the North of Britain, which vuſgarly paſſes 
ynder the Name of Broad Scotch. : 
N, B. This Book was written by permiſſon of his late Royal 8 
Highneſs Freperick Prince of Wales, for the e of 
his eldeſt Son, now Kin ng George III. | x 
HEOLOGICAL, AJ. . 
1. A SEN MON on the Being and Providence of God, prea- N 
ched before the Univerſi Oxford Fuly 8, 172 | 
25 2 81739. 
2. A SERMON at the fame Place Nov. 5, 1745, when the 
Rebeis were advancing to Derby. 
3. A Volume of SERMONs preached before the Univerſity of 
Oxford printed in 1750. With a Preface tending to expoſe 
ſome remarkably bad Praiſes, both in Church and State. 5 
TnkOLOOYT PoLEMICAL; or, 7 
A Controver/y with the People called Methodiſts, written occa- 1 
finally againſt divers of the Sect, in the Years 1758 and 
41759, _ conſiſting of the following Pieces : | 
"1. A Diſplay of the bad Principles of the Methodiſis in cer- 
tain Articles propoſed to the Confideration of the Company” 
of Salters in London, 2d Edition. s 
5 2. Rules for the Diſcovery of falſe Prophets, ee. a Sermoy | 
ed before the Univerſity of Oxford on Whit)unday V5 58, 
| oo to his Grace the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the 34 
on. : 
3. Dr. Fries Edition of Mr. We, an Pow Letter, the/ 
0 Im n, dedicated to Mr. Veſſey. 
5 * is Edition of Mr. We/ley's ſecond Letter, Weary W L 5 
- Tis Remarks upon Mr. Jones's Letter, dedicated w Dr. 
NHiadly, late Biſhop 515 Winchefter. © © | 
-6. Br. Fra, wholeSpeech to the Toulon Clergy at Sion col 
lege, May 8, 1759, with a Remonſtrance to the Biſhop of 7 
indbefter* That Printed 3 in the Monitor is imperfect. 
PoLITICAL Preces. 
1. A \ Speech at che Town Hall, in Oxford, before the Mayor 
and "Aldermen, u n taken up his Freedom of the City, 740 
307 1 3, containing a conciſe Account of the Exgliſs Conſti- 
tation hoth old and ex: and of the Riſe and Progreſs of: the : 
modern Part of that Aſſembly, called the P. 8 
2 Seaſonable Reflections upon the Importance of the New 
gland, &c. in a Letter to a Member of Parliament, 1755. 
nl — SgRMors and Dis couxszEs, collected into one 
| b under the Title of Sentiments of 5 true Autigallican * 
and dedicated to his R. H. the Duke, 1 x { ; 
4. An Antigallican SRM 5 n at Aldgate before Ad- * 
_ Vernon, 27 April 1753. 
A ſecond Antigallican SrxMoN preached in the Near . 
1756, y i the Toms of national Unanimity. With a gene- 
2 able, ed his Majeſty's antient n go | 
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TA 


the Crowns of theſe Kingdoms long antecedent in Time, to 
the "Mango of his Anceſtor with the Stew d Family. 
? PogTTCAL WoRkks. 
por us upon ſeveral Occaſions, the Yebad Edition) 1757, 
containing an Ops to the King of Pruſſia on the Victory at 
Prague; an Op of Conſolation to- his R. H. the Duke of Cam- 
2 nd on the Loſs of Minorca &c. Tephtha, an Oratorio, ſet to 


Muſick by Mr. Stanley; Advice to the Fair Sex; Stigand, or 


the Antigallican, a Poem Sau an Ethick Poem; Farb, 
an Heroick Poem, St. 

To the whole is prefixed a curious 3 of the Orgia and 
peculiar Nature of Engliſh Poetry, and how far it is ſimilar 


or different from that yo the Greeks and mann in a Letter 
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to a Member of ieee, 15 
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het Pay wotireron? lowing are 6] d a Po Author at 
| Bray ++ tbr ton Buti- {1 DOVTOL 644912) 
A Genuine Petition to the KING; 3 b . 4 Janne 
| to the Right Hon. the Earl of Bute ; Concerning the very hard 
_ Caſe of an eminent Divine of. the Church of England.” Pub- 
| liſhed from the Originals by the Rev. 1 Fre "Confider of * 
it, tale Advice, and ſpeak" your Minds. Judg, xix. 30. 


of the Archbiſhops of Canterburyand Yark. bly ad- 
dreſſed to the 1 8 Houſe of Cotnaiohs 

N. B. A proper Number of che laſt Parltiod beidg reſerved 
to be ſent into the Country for the Uſe of the Honourable Mem- 
bers of the Houſe of Commons, their Servants, properly autho- 


Ihe Petition of John Free, N. P. ee 3 Conduct 
0 


x pI} . 


rized, may come and receive them at the Place above mention- . 


ed, the Author's Houſe in Newington Butts. 


1 | 
| ee BuTTsS, in the County 
5 Surrey, RY V6, 2, 
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1 PROPOSALS, 


labõured under great and uncommon Hardſhips 
from Oppraſion, Du FEET propoſes to print, by 
SUBSCRIPTION, a Volume of Sxx Mons preachedbe- 
fore the Univerſity of Oxford: the Price of which 
will be 55. to be paid at the Time of Subſcribing. 


None of the Names of the Subſcribers to be pub- | 


liſhed; but the Book will be put to the Preſs as 
ſoon as the Number of an Hundred and Fifty have 
ſubſcribed, and go on with more than ordinary 
Expedition, as the Work is compleately ready, 
the Printer will, by Contract, be limited to 


Time. When finiſhed, the Books Mill be.deli- 


 Yered, ſewed in blue Covers to ſuch Perſons as the 
SosschERsG ſhall ie, at the End oh their 
 prigie Lifts. - AS ws 1 Heer | 
e ſave Troubl "af tha Kpence of 
py . GENTLEMEN, in the fame Neigb- 
©. - bourhood, are deſired to put their Names 
> 8 * and 12 chem it in one 728 5 
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